


is someone about
to steal your car?

Did you know that in the United States a vehicle is
stolen every 25 seconds? And that if the business of
stealing automobiles were legalized and incorporated,
it would rank in the top 250 among Fortune 500
companies?!

New vehicles, older models—it doesn't matter.
Thieves look for cars and trucks that can be resold
quickly or stripped for parts: parts that often yieid
two and even three times the value of the vehicle.
That's why it's important for you to make it tough
for car thieves to steal your vehicle. Remember, the
more difficult your car or truck is to steal, and the
more time a thief must spend stealing it, the greater
the chance for detection, and the more iikely he'll
move on to one that's easier to steal.

What can you do te prevent auto theft?
The Texas Automobile Burglary & Theft Prevention
Authority (ABTPA). a division of your Texas Department
of Transportation, has compiled 50 ways to make it
tough on car thieves. What's more, it you install
anti-theft devices on your vehicle, you may qualify
for a discount on your comprehensive insurance
rates. To find out more about anti-theft device
discounts, contact your automobile insurance
company or agent. And watch your car!

Texas
Depariment
of Traasportation

The Texis Department of Transpartation works to create and maintain the safest, most
converient and efhaient transportaiion infrastructure i the country. In thiat pursuil. we
have five goals reduce congestion = eliminaie unsale conditions = expand economic
opporiunity ¢ improve air quality and = increase e value of el
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Follow these 20
nge cost precavtions:

Take your keys
Nearly 20% of all stolen vehicles had the keys in them.

Lock vour ca

Approximately half of all stolen vehicies were left uniocked.

Wever hide a second sel of keys in your car
Extra keys can easily be found if a thief takes time to look.

Park in well-lighted areas
Over half of all vehicie thefts occur at night.

Park In attended lots
Auto thieves do not like witnesses and prefer unattended
parking lots.

I you parl in ax atiended tol, leave oniy the ignidon/door key
If your door key is the same as your trunk and glovebox
key, have one of them changed. Don't give the attendant
easy access to your glovebox and trunk. Upon returning,
check the tires. spare and battery to insure they're the
same ones you had when you parked.

tiever ieave your car running, even if you'li oniy be gone for

a minuis

Vehicles are commonly stolen at convenience stores, gas
stations, ATMs, etc. Many vehicles are aiso stolen on cold
mornings when owners leave them running to warm up.
Remember: In Texas, leaving your key in an unattended
motor vehicle is a crime.

Close car windows compielely when parking
Don't make it any easier for the thief to enter your vehicle.

Dew't leave valuables in plain view
Don’t make your car a more desirable target and attract
thieves by leaving valuabies in plain sight.

Park with your wheels turned towards the carh
Make your car tough to tow away. Wheels should also be
wrned to the side in driveways and parking lots.

1f your vehicle is reai-wheel drive, back into your driveway
Front wheel drive vehicles should be parked front end first.
On four-wheel drive vehicles the rear wheels sometimes
lock, making them difficult to tow.

Always use your emergency brake when parking
In addition to ensuring safety, using the emergency brake
makes your car harder to tow.

If you have a garage, use it
If you have a garage, take time to use it rather than
parking outside where your vehicle is more vulnerable.

When parking in a garage, lock the garage door and

your vehicle

By locking both the garage and vehicle doors, the chances
of deterring a thief greatly improve.

Don't feave the registration or title i your car

A car thief will use these to sell your stolen car. File the
title at your home or office. and carry registration in your
purse or wallet.

Disabie your vehicle when leaving it unattended for an
extended period

Remave the electronic ignition fuse, coil wire, rotor distributor,
or otherwise disable your vehicle anytime thieves may have
extended access to it.

Repiace "T" shape door locks with straight iecks

Some vehicle doors have lock assemblies at window level
that flare out in a knob or “T” shape. A thief can use
various tools to gain access inside the vehicle, grab and
pull the lock. Straight locks prevent this.

Yehiclz Identification Number (VIH) eiching

Stolen cars and vehicie parts are more easily traced when
VIN numbers have been etched on car windows and
major parts.

Engrave expensive accassories

Engrave personal |.D. numbers on car stereos, celiular
phones, etc., so the thief will have difficulty disposing
of them.

Drop business cards, address labels, or other 1.D. inside
vehicie doors

Car thieves often alter vehicle identification numbers. By
marking your vehicle as much as possibie, you assist
police in identifying your cat.

install one or more
protection devices:

Ignition kil switeh

Spiice an inexpensive toggle switch into vour ignition wire
or starter. The trick is to hide the switch well. Keypads.
pressure pads and more expensive “Immobilizers” and
“Passkeys” can also be used.

Fuel kil! switch
The valve that enables the flow of fuel is closed when the
switch is off.

Visible steering wheel jock
Prevents the steenng wheel from being turned properly.

Fioorboard locks
Devices that disable the gas or brake pedal.

Gearshift locks
Disable shifting of the transmission by tocking it in place.

Tire/wheel lecks
Wrap around the wheel and prevent the vehicle from moving.

Hood locks
Prevent the thief from gaining access to your security
system and batiery.

Armored colilar around the steering column
Protects the column and ignition.

Alarms

Loud warnings sound when the doors, hood. and/or trunk
are opened. Optional sensors can warn of giass breakage.
motion. tampering. and towing. Panic buttons. back-up
batteries. flashing parking lights or headlights. and
automatic engine disable features are also recommended.

Vehicle tracking
Siient transmitter hidden in car enabies police 10 track
the car,

Watch Your Car
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