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to steal your car? "Ml ~(')$t pv[i'e;caJ~t~@)WB$~ 

Did you know that in the United States a vehicle is 
stolen every 25 seconds? And that if the business of 
stealing automobiles were legalized and incorporated, 

it would rank in the top 250 among Fortune 500 
companies?! 

New vehicles, older models-it doesn't matter. 
Thieves look for cars and trucks that can be resold 
quickly or stripped for parts: parts that often yield 
two and even three Umes the value of the vehicle. 

That's why it's important for you to make it tough 
for car thieves to steal your vehicle. Remember, the 
more difficult your car or truck is to steal. and the 
more time a thief must spend stealing it, the greater 
the chance for detection, and the more likely he'll 

move on to one that's easier to steal. 

What can you do to prevent auto theft? 
The Texas Automobile Burglary & Theft Prevention 
Authority (ABTPA). a division of your Texas Department 
of Transportation, has compiled 50 ways to make it 
tough on car thieves. Wilat's more, it you install 
anti-theft devices on your vehicle, you may qualify 
for a discount on your comprehensive insurance 
rates. To find out more about anti-theft device 
discounts, contact your automobile insurance 
company or agent. And watch your carl 
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Tillie your keys
 
Nearly 20% of all stolen vehicles had the keys in them.
 

Lock vour car
 
Approximately half of all stolen vehicles were left unlocked.
 

:~et'er hide a $ecnon set 01 key~ in yOLil Cat 

Extra keys can easily be found if a thief takes time to look.
 

ParI: in well-lighted afeas
 
Over half of all vehicle thefts occur at night.
 

Park III attelloed lots
 
Auto thieves do not like witnesses and prefer unattended
 
parking lots.
 

II rOll parI! in a!; attendeti lot. leave OlllY tne ignlliou!doar key
 
If your door key is the same as your trunk and glovebox
 
key, have one of U,em changed. Don't give the attendant
 
easy access to your glovebox and trunl<. Upon returning.
 
check the tires. spare and battery to insure they're the
 
same ones you llad when you parked.
 

Never leave your car running, even it yon'lI only be gone lor
 
a minuie 
Vehicles are commonly stolen at convenience stores, gas 
stations, AlMs, etc. Many vehicles are aiso stolen on cold 
mornings when owners leave them running to warm up. 
Remember: In Texas, leaving your key in an unattended 
motor vehicle is a crime. 

Clos~ car windows compietelV ~'1hetl oilrking 
Don't make it any easier for the thief to enter your vehicle. 

Don't leave valuables In plaiu view 
Don't make your car a more desirable target and attract 
thieves by ieaving valuables in plain sight. 

ParI! with your wheels turned towards the curb 
Make your car tough to tow away. Wheels should also be 
turned to the side in driveways and parking lots. 

II your vehicle is rear-I'lheel drive, bach into your dri,ewa, 
Front wheel drive vehicles should be parked front end first. 
On four-wheel drive vehicles the rear wheels sometimes 
lock, making them difficult to tow. 

Always use your emergency brake when parking 
In addition to ensuring safely, using the emergency brake 
makes your car harder to tow. 

Ii you have a giJrage, use it 
If you have a garage, take time to use it rather than 
parking outside where your vehicle is more vulnerable. 

VJhen parking in a garage. loci: the gart~ge door ilnrt 
your vehicle 
By 10cl<lng both the garage and vehicle doors, the chances 
of deterring a thief greatly improve. 

uon't leave the registration or tille iii your ear 
A car thief will use these to sell your stolen car. File the 
title at your home or office. and carry registration in your 
purse or wallet. 

Disab!9 your vehicle when leaving it unattended lor an 
exteuueu periud 
Remove the electronic ignition fuse, coB wire. rotor distributor, 
or otherwise disable your vellicle anytime thieves may Ilave 
extended access to it. 

Replace "Tn shape door 10ciiS r/ith straight iocks 
Some vehicle doors have 10cl( assemblies at window level 
that flare out in a I(nob or "T" shape. A thief can use 
various tools to gain access inside the vehicle, grab and 
pUll tile locl\. Straigl1tloc1<s prevent this. 

Vehicle Identification tiumher (Vltlj etching 
Stolen cars and vetlicle parts are more easily traced when 
VIN numbers have been etched on car windows and 
major parts. 

Engrave e~pensi,e acc2ssories .
 
Engrave personal 1.0. numbers on car stereos. cellular
 
pl1ones. etc .. so the thief will have difficulty disposing
 
of tllem.
 

DrOll business cards. alluress labels, or other I.D. inside 
\'ehicie doors 
Car thieves often alter vehicle identification numbers. By 
marking your vehicle as much as possible, you assist 
police in identifying your car. 

ignition kill switch
 
Splice an inexpensive toggle switcll into your ignition wire
 
or starter. The trick is to hide the sw'tch well. Keypads.
 
pressure padS and more expensive" Immobilizers ,. and
 
··Passkeys- can also be used.
 

Fuel kill switch
 
TIle valve that enables the flow of fuel is closed wilen the
 
switch is off.
 

Visible sie2ring Vlheellock
 
Prevents the sleellng wlleel from being turned oroperl}'.
 

Floorboard locks
 
DeVIces that dIsable the gas or brake oedal.
 

Gearshift locks
 
Disable shifting of the transmiSSion by locking it in place.
 

TirelVlheellocks
 
Wrap around the ~....heel and prevent the vehicle from moving.
 

Hood locks
 
Prevent tile thIef from gaining access to your security
 
system and battery.
 

Armored collar arouod the sieering column
 
Protects Ole column and ignition.
 

Alarms
 
Loud warlllngs SOllnd when tile doors. hood. and/or trunk
 
a,e opened. Optional sensors can warn of giass breakage.
 
motion. tampering. and tOWlllg. Panic buttons. back-up
 
batteries. flashing parking lights or headlights. and
 
automatic engine disable features are also recommended.
 

VetJicie tracking
 
Silent transmitter hidden in car enabies police to track
 
the car.
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